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In 2012, the total economically active population in Impact Zone IV1 was 1,678,400, 
i.e. 33.8% of the corresponding population of the country.  
 
The distribution of the economically active population in the 5 Regions corresponds, 
to a great extent, to their population distribution: 49.51% of the labour force of Zone 
IV is found in Central Macedonia, followed by Thessaly (18.94%) and Eastern 
Macedonia & Thrace (15.18%), whereas the lowest percentages are recorded in the 
Regions of Epirus (9.22%) and Western Macedonia (7.16%). 
 
In the entire Zone IV, the percentage of the economically active population in the 
population over the age of 15 is 49.30% and is lower from both the national (52.99%) 
and the EU-27 (57.81%) average. The lowest percentage of the economically active 
population over the age of 15 is found in the Region of Western Macedonia (48.70%) 
and the highest in the Region of Thessaly (51.40%). 
 
In 2011, the economically active population in Impact Zone IV amounted to 
1,683,100, i.e. 33.9% of the corresponding population of the country. In more detail, 
49.43% was found in Central Macedonia, 18.82% in Thessaly, 15.37% in Eastern 
Macedonia & Thrace, 9.10% in Epirus and the remaining 7.28% in Western Macedonia. 
In the same year, in the entire Zone IV, the economically active population 
corresponded to 49.30% of the population over the age of 15, when the 
corresponding national and European Union percentages were 53.18% and 57.59% 
respectively.  
 
In the period 2010-2012, the economically active population dropped in all Regions of 
Impact Zone IV. In particular, the greatest decline was recorded in the Region of 

                                                 
1 Zone IV consists of the following 5 Regions: Eastern Macedonia & Thrace, Central Macedonia, Western Macedonia, 
Thessaly and Epirus. See http://observatory.egnatia.gr/02_indicators/02_5_impact_zones.htm 

This indicator records the work force in relation to the economically 
active population per Region and its percentage on the population over 
the age of 15. Improved transportation infrastructures result in increased 
mobility of population and improved labour market accessibility.  



 
RESULTS FACT SHEET  
SET03: WORK FORCE 

October 2013 

 

 2 

Eastern Macedonia & Thrace (4.15%) followed by the Regions of Epirus (-3.00%), 
Thessaly (-2.93%), Western Macedonia (-2.13%) and Central Macedonia, which 
experienced the lowest reduction, i.e. a reduction by 2.11%.  
 
In the period of 2008-2010, Zone IV presented a slight increase in the economically 
active population (0.82%) with the highest percentage being recorded in the Region 
of Epirus (2.82%). In the Regions of Central and Western Macedonia, however, the 
economically active population remained marginally unchanged (increased by 0.06% 
and 0.04% respectively). 
 
In the period 2005-2008, a slight increase by 0.46% was recorded in Zone IV, a 
percentage that is similar to the national one (0.49%) and considerably lower than 
the corresponding EU-27 one (1.17%). On a Regional level, for the same period, the 
Region of Epirus presented the greatest increase, i.e. an increase by 5.00%, which 
was considerably higher than the average in Zone IV and the EU-27 average. In the 
same period, the Regions in Zone IV that presented a drop were the Regions of 
Thessaly (-0.83%) and the Region of Eastern Macedonia & Thrace (-1.11%).  
 
 

 
METADATA 
 
Sources 
 

Data of the Eurostat database for July 2013 was used to calculate the indicator of 
both the economically active population and the population over the age of 15. It 
should be noted that the data on the economically active population is recorded only 
for the NUTS ΙΙ level (Regions) and, therefore, this indicator is not calculated on a 
Prefectural level. Furthermore, it should be noted that there has been a change in 
the structure of the data provided by Eurostat for 2013. More specifically, the age 
structure categories are formulated on the basis of 2-year intervals. This results in 
the economically active population being the difference between the Total and the 
sum of the 2-year intervals from 0 to 14. This also resulted in differences in the 
primary data of previous years. 

 
Methodology 
 

Labour force of Zone IV is the sum of the labour force of the five Regions, and its 
percentage is the ratio of the aforementioned sum to the total population over the 
age of 15 of all five Regions together.  
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