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DEFINITION- PURPOSE 

 
RESULTS - ASSESSMENT 

During the decade 2001-2011, the urban population in Zone IV was increased, 
although by a percentage lower than in previous periods (4.7%). All Regions show an 
increase in their urban population with the highest increase observed in the Region 
of Eastern Macedonia & Thrace by 14.4%, a percentage much higher than the ones 
recorded in the rest of the Regions that approach the percentage recorded in Zone IV 
as a whole. In the previous decade (1991-2001), the percentage of urban population 
in Zone IV was increased by 11.6% with the highest increase recorded in the Region of 
Eastern Macedonia (14.4%) followed by the Region of Central Macedonia (11.9%). 

As regards each of the urban centres of Zone IV, in 2001-2011, the highest increase 
was observed in Kilkis (29.1%), as in the previous decade, followed by Xanthi (20.8%) 
and Polygyros (20.3%). In particular, in the Region of Eastern Macedonia & Thrace, all 
urban centres apart from Kavala, where population was decreased by 8.8%, show a 
population increase. In the Region of Central Macedonia, with the exception of Kilkis 
and Polygyros, five more cities show an increase: three by a percentage higher than 
the Zone’s average [Giannitsa–11.7%, Katerini (UA1)-9.5% and Alexandreia-5.7%] and 
two by a percentage lower than the Zone’s average (Serres-4.1% and the Wider Area 
of Thessaloniki-2.2%). The cities of Naousa, Edessa and Veroia show a population 
decrease by 5.1%, 1.4% and 0.5% respectively.  

                                                 
1 UA=Urban Agglomerate 

The indicator determines the permanent population and how it changes per 
urban centre (settlement exceeding 10.000 inhabitants) and Municipality capital 
of Zone IV. The improvement of transport infrastructures directly affects the 
mobility of business and human capital, while it indirectly affects the 
population’s mobility and consequently the increase or reduction of an area’s 
population. Urban centres are the major beneficiaries of such transport 
infrastructure improvement.  
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POPULATION CHANGE IN URBAN CENTRES, 1991 - 2011 

CITY POPULATION 
1991 

POPULATION 
2001 

POPULATION 
2011 

CHANGE 
PERCENTAGE 

(%) 
1991-2001 

CHANGE 
PERCENTAGE 

(%) 
2001-2011 

REGION OF EASTERN MACEDONIA & THRACE 
Orestiada 13.296 15.438 18.426 16,1% 19,4% 
Alexandroupoli 38.939 49.724 57.812 27,7% 16,3% 
Komotini 38.532 44.421 50.990 15,3% 14,8% 
Xanthi 38.775 46.457 56.122 19,8% 20,8% 
Kavala 57.461 59.222 54.027 3,1% -8,8% 
Drama 39.539 43.934 44.823 11,1% 2,0% 

REGION OF CENTRAL MACEDONIA 
Serres 51.640 55.996 58.287 8,4% 4,1% 
Thessaloniki (WATh2) 906.530 1.013.292 1.035.240 11,8% 2,2% 
Polygyros 4.671 5.090 6.121 9,0% 20,3% 
Kilkis 12.276 17.744 22.914 44,5% 29,1% 
Giannitsa 22.765 26.677 29.789 17,2% 11,7% 
Alexandreia 12.718 14.023 14.821 10,3% 5,7% 
Veroia 39.468 43.394 43.158 9,9% -0,5% 
Naousa 20.144 19.902 18.882 -1,2% -5,1% 
Edessa 17.352 18.493 18.229 6,6% -1,4% 
Katerini (UA) 48.034 55.586 60.854 15,7% 9,5% 

REGION OF WESTERN MACEDONIA 
Kozani 34.138 37.893 41.066 11,0% 8,4% 
Ptolemaida 26.502 29.974 32.127 13,1% 7,2% 
Florina 12.849 14.985 17.686 16,6% 18,0% 
Kastoria 16.156 15.615 13.387 -3,3% -14,3% 
Grevena 10.519 11.788 13.137 12,1% 11,4% 

REGION OF EPIRUS 
Ioannina (UA) 73.663 81.144 85.803 10,2% 5,7% 
Arta 21.170 22.390 21.895 5,8% -2,2% 
Preveza 14.421 16.894 19.042 17,1% 12,7% 
Igoumenitsa 7.290 9.262 9.145 27,1% -1,3% 

REGION OF THESSALY 
Tyrnavos 12.309 11.700 11.069 -4,9% -5,4% 
Larisa 118.090 131.095 144.651 11,0% 10,3% 
Trikala 51.412 57.367 61.653 11,6% 7,5% 
Karditsa 32.884 35.750 38.554 8,7% 7,8% 
Volos (UA) 118.637 127.887 130.094 7,8% 1,7% 
Zone IV 1.912.180 2.133.137 2.229.804 11,6% 4,5% 
Data source: Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT), Censuses 1991, 2001, 2011 

                                                 
2 WATh.= Wider Area of Thessaloniki 
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In the Region of Western Macedonia, an increase higher than the Zone’s average has 
been observed in all cities, except for Kastoria, by percentages ranging from 7.2% 
(Ptolemaida) to 18.0% (Florina). The population in the city of Kastoria is decreased 
by a percentage in the order of 14.3%. In the Region of Epirus, two cities show an 
increase in their population higher than the Zone’s average and two cities show a 
population decrease. In particular, Preveza and the Urban Agglomerate of Ioannina 
show an increase in their population by 12.7% and 5.7% respectively, while Arta and 
Igoumenitsa show a decrease by 2.25% and 1.3% respectively. Finally, in the Region 
of Thessaly, the population in Larisa, Karditsa and Trikala was increased by 10.3%, 
7.8% and 7.5% respectively, i.e. percentages that are higher than the average in Zone 
IV. In Volos (UA), the population is increased by a percentage lower than the Zone’s 
average (1.7%), while in Tyrnavos the population decrease recorded is 5.4%.  

Besides population changes in each urban centre, this fact sheet also examines 
changes in the total population on a spatial planning level. The classification of 
settlements is specified in the established spatial planning framework and, in 
particular, in the General Regional Framework for Spatial Planning and Sustainable 
Development. Within this framework, settlements are classified as Metropolitan 
Centres (1st level), Primary National Poles (2nd level), Secondary National Poles (3rd 
level), other National Poles (4th level), other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10,000 (5th level). In Zone IV, there is only one Metropolitan Centre, 
i.e. Thessaloniki (Wider Area of Thessaloniki), five Primary National Poles, i.e. 
Alexandroupoli, Komotini, Ioannina, Larisa and Volos and 2 Secondary National Poles, 
i.e. Kavala and Kozani. There are also six 4th-level national poles (other National 
Poles), i.e. Xanthi, Drama, Serres, Katerini, Trikala and Karditsa, and seventeen 5th-
level centres (other prefectural and urban centres) with population >10,000 
inhabitants, which are all the remaining settlements examined in the first section of 
the indicator’s monitoring plus the city of Kalambaka.  

In Zone IV, the total permanent population of the settlements of all 5 level levels 
was increased by 4.5% in the period 2001-2011, a percentage that is lower than the 
one in the period 1991-2001 (11.6%). The population was increased in the 
settlements of all levels. The highest population change percentage was recorded in 
the other National Poles (4th-level settlements) (9.6%), followed by the Primary 
National Poles (2nd-level settlements) (8.1%), the other prefectural and urban centres 
with population >10,000 inhabitants (5th-level settlements), of which the total 
population was increased by 5.1%. Then follow the Wider Area of Thessaloniki (WATh) 
by 2.2% and, finally, the Secondary National Poles (3rd-level settlements) by 0.2%. In 
the zone of the Prefectures crossed by the Egnatia Motorway (Zone II), the rating 
based on the population changes was the same, but with different values for the 
three highest levels in terms of population increase. Namely, the population was 
increased by 20.8% in the other National Poles, by 11.0% in the secondary National 
Poles and by 4.1% in the other prefectural centres and urban centres with population 
>10,000 inhabitants. In the Prefectures crossed by the Egnatia Motorway, the total 
permanent population of all 5 levels was increased by 3.7%. 
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SETTLEMENT LEVELS POPULATION 
1991 

POPULATION 
2001 

POPULATION 
2011 

CHANGE 
PERCENTAGE 

(%) 
1991-2001 

CHANGE 
PERCENTAGE 

(%) 
2001-2011 

REGION OF EASTERN MACEDONIA AND THRACE 
Metropolitan centres (1st level) - - - - - 
Primary National Poles (2nd level) 77.471 94.145 108.802 21,5% 15,6% 
Secondary National Poles (3rd levels) 57.461 59.222 54.027 3,1% -8,8% 
Other National Poles (4th levels) 78.314 90.391 100.945 15,4% 11,7% 

Other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10.000 inhabitants (5th level) 13.296 15.438 18.426 16,1% 19,4% 

Total 169.081 199.974 228.173 18,3% 14,1% 
REGION OF CENTRAL MACEDONIA 

Metropolitan centres (1st level) 906.530 1.013.292 1.035.240 11,8% 2,2% 
Primary National Poles (2nd level) - - - - - 
Secondary National Poles (3rd levels) 51.640 55.996 58.287 8,4% 4,1% 
Other National Poles (4th levels) 48.034 55.586 60.854 15,7% 9,5% 

Other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10.000 inhabitants (5th level) 129.394 145.323 153.914 12,3% 5,9% 

Total 1.135.598 1.270.197 1.308.295 11,9% 3,0% 
REGION OF WESTERN MACEDONIA 

Metropolitan centres (1st level) - - - - - 
Primary National Poles (2nd level) - - - - - 
Secondary National Poles (3rd levels) 34.138 37.893 41.066 11,0% 8,4% 
Other National Poles (4th levels) - - - - - 
Other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10.000 inhabitants (5th level) 66.026 72.362 76.337 9,6% 5,5% 

Total 100.164 110.255 117.403 10,1% 6,5% 
REGION OF EPIRUS 

Metropolitan centres (1st level) - - - - - 
Primary National Poles (2nd level) 73.663 81.144 85.803 10,2% 5,7% 
Secondary National Poles (3rd levels) - - - - - 
Other National Poles (4th levels) - - - - - 
Other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10.000 inhabitants (5th level) 42.881 48.546 50.082 13,2% 3,2% 

Total 116.544 129.690 135.885 11,3% 4,8% 
REGION OF THESSALY 

Metropolitan centres (1st level) - - - - - 
Primary National Poles (2nd level) 236.727 258.982 274.745 9,4% 6,1% 
Secondary National Poles (3rd levels) - - - - - 
Other National Poles (4th levels) 84.296 93.117 100.207 10,5% 7,6% 

Other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10.000 inhabitants (5th level) 20.639 18.935 17.044 -8,3% -10,0% 

Total 341.662 371.034 391.996 8,6% 5,6% 
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IMPACT ZONE II 
Metropolitan centres (1st level) 906.530 1.013.292 1.035.240 11,8% 2,2% 
Primary National Poles (2nd level) 151.134 175.289 194.605 16,0% 11,0% 
Secondary National Poles (3rd levels) 143.239 153.111 153.380 6,9% 0,2% 
Other National Poles (4th levels) 38.775 46.457 56.122 19,8% 20,8% 

Other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10.000 inhabitants (5th level) 129.937 143.781 149.696 10,7% 4,1% 

Total 1.369.615 1.531.930 1.589.043 11,9% 3,7% 
IMPACT ZONE III 

Metropolitan centres (1st level) - - - - - 
Primary National Poles (2nd level) 236.727 258.982 274.745 9,4% 6,1% 
Secondary National Poles (3rd levels) - - - - - 
Other National Poles (4th levels) 171.869 192.637 205.884 12,1% 6,9% 

Other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10.000 inhabitants (5th level) 142.299 156.823 166.107 10,2% 5,9% 

Total 550.895 608.442 646.736 10,4% 6,3% 
IMPACT ZONE IV 

Metropolitan centres (1st level) 906.530 1.013.292 1.035.240 11,8% 2,2% 
Primary National Poles (2nd level) 387.861 434.271 469.350 12,0% 8,1% 
Secondary National Poles (3rd levels) 143.239 153.111 153.380 6,9% 0,2% 
Other National Poles (4th levels) 210.644 239.094 262.006 13,5% 9,6% 

Other prefectural centres and urban centres 
with population >10.000 inhabitants (5th level) 272.236 300.604 315.803 10,4% 5,1% 

Total 1.920.510 2.140.372 2.235.779 11,4% 4,5% 

Primary data sources: General Framework for Spatial Planning and Sustainable Development [Government Gazette (FEK)128A/2008) 
and Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT), censuses 1991, 2001 and 2011. 
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METADATA 

Sources 

This indicator was calculated using the Permanent Population recorded by the 
Hellenic Statistical Authority, censuses 1991, 2001 and 2011. The classification of the 
settlements based on their level was derived from the General Framework for Spatial 
Planning and Sustainable Development [Government Gazette (FEK) 1471B’/9-10-
2003]. 

Methodology 

Urban centres are cities with population >10,000 inhabitants. Exceptionally, the 
indicator’s calculation includes Igoumenitsa and Polygyros, the population of which is 
lower than 10,000, since the first one is the endmost point of the Egnatia Motorway 
and both of these settlements are not only one of the biggest ones in their 
Prefectures, but also the prefectural capitals. In the indicator’s calculation, the 
cities that are characterised as Urban Agglomerates (UA) in the census of 1991 are 
also considered as such in the years 2001 and 2011. As regards Thessaloniki, the 
Wider Area of Thessaloniki (WATh) was used instead of the Urban Agglomerate, as 
specified in the approved master plan of Thessaloniki.  
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