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Zone IV1 comprises 28 urban centres, 14 of which belong to Zone II2. In terms of their 
classification based on their population, there is one metropolitan centre, 
Thessaloniki, having a population of over 1 million inhabitants (the population of the 
Urban Agglomeration amounting to 800,000 inhabitants) and two centers of a 
population of over 100,000 inhabitants, i.e. Larissa and Volos, both located in Zone 
III3. As far as the rest of the urban centers in the Zone of a population of less than 
100,000 inhabitants are concerned, eight have a population size of over 50,000 (+3 
when compared to 2001), five a population size of 30,000 to 50,000 (-2 when 
compared to 2001), and the remaining twelve urban centres have less than 30,000 
inhabitants.  

Urban centres, i.e. cities with a population of over 10,000 inhabitants -according to 
the definition adopted by the indicator- can be found in all Prefectures of Zone IV, 
except for in the Prefectures of Halkidiki and Thesprotia. The largest settlements in 
these Prefectures are Poligiros and Igoumenitsa.  

In 2011, when compared to 2001, the hierarchy of the first four positions is exactly 
the same (Thessaloniki, Larisa, Volos, Ioannina). With regard to the next six urban 
                                                 
1 Zone IV comprises the Reions crossed by the Egnatia Motorway: Epirus, Thessaly, Western 
Macedonia, Central Macedonia, Eastern Macedonia & Thrace. 
2 Zone II comprises the Prefectures crossed by the axis (11 Prefectures – Thesprotia, Ioannina, 
Grevena, Kozani, Imathia, Thessaloniki, Serres, Kavala, Xanthi, Rodopi, Evros). 
3 Zone III comprises the Prefectures crossed by all vertical to the Egnatia Motorway road axes 
(13 Prefectures – Kastoria, Kilkis, Drama, Florina, Chalkidiki, Preveza, Karditsa, Trikala, Arta, 
Pella, Larisa, Magnesia). 

This indicator determines the hierarchy of (a) all urban centres and capitals of 
the Prefectures in Zone IV by population size, (b) the urban centres with a 
population of over 30,000 inhabitants by population size in relation to the 
national urban system, and (c) the urban centres in the European urban system. 

The purpose of monitoring this indicator consists in identifying the macroscopic 
effects of the improvement of transport infrastructure on the strengthening and 
connectivity of the urban system in Northern Greece.  
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centres, certain changes have indeed occurred, the most significant one being the 
case of Kavala, which dropped from the 5th position it occupied in 2011 to the 10th. 
The city of Katerini (UA4) improved its relative position and climbed from the 4th 
position to the 6th. Trikala, Alexandroupoli and Xanthi also improved their position in 
the hierarchy and occupy the 5th, 8th and 9th positions respectively. Serres still 
occupies the 7th position. Kilkis shows the most noteworthy improvement of its 
relative position in comparison to 2001 climbing to the 18th position from the 21st it 
occupied in 2001. Furthermore, a less impressive improvement of their relative 
position show the cities of Preveza, Orestiada, Florina and Alexandreia. Finally, with 
the exception of Kavala, Edessa and Kastoria show the most remarkable drop in the 
hierarchy.  

 
URBAN CENTRES* CLASSIFICATION BY SIZE IN IMPACT ZONE IV, 1991 - 2011 

CITY 
PERMANENT 
POPULATION 

2011 

RANKING 
2011 

PERMANENT 
POPULATION 

2001 

RANKING 
2001 

CLASSIFICATI
ON CHANGE 
2011-2001 

RESIDENTIAL 
CENTRE 
LEVEL** 

Thessaloniki 
(WATh.5) 1.035.240 1 1.013.292 1 - 1 

Larisa 144.651 2 131.095 2 - 2 

Volos (UA) 130.094 3 127.887 3 - 2 

Ioannina (UA) 85.803 4 81.144 4 - 2 

Trikala 61.653 5 57.367 6 1 4 

Katerini (UA) 60.854 6 55.586 8 2 4 

Serres 58.287 7 55.996 7 - 3 

Alexandroupoli 57.812 8 49.724 9 1 2 

Xanthi 56.122 9 46.457 10 1 4 

Kavala 54.027 10 59.222 5 -5 3 

Komotini 50.990 11 44.421 11 - 2 

Drama 44.823 12 43.934 12 - 4 

Veroia 43.158 13 43.394 13 - 5 

Kozani 41.066 14 37.893 14 - 3 

Karditsa 38.554 15 35.750 15 - 4 

Ptolemaida 32.127 16 29.974 16 - 5 

Giannitsa 29.789 17 26.677 17 - 5 

Kilkis 22.914 18 17.744 21 3 5 

Arta 21.895 19 22.390 18 -1 5 

Preveza 19.042 20 16.894 22 2 5 

Naousa 18.882 21 20.144 19 -2 5 

                                                 
4 UA=Urban Agglomeration 
5 WATh.=Wider Area of Thessaloniki 
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URBAN CENTRES* CLASSIFICATION BY SIZE IN IMPACT ZONE IV, 1991 - 2011 

CITY 
PERMANENT 
POPULATION 

2011 

RANKING 
2011 

PERMANENT 
POPULATION 

2001 

RANKING 
2001 

CLASSIFICATI
ON CHANGE 
2011-2001 

RESIDENTIAL 
CENTRE 
LEVEL** 

Orestiada 18.426 22 15.438 24 2 5 

Edessa 18.229 23 18.493 20 -3 5 

Florina 17.686 24 14.985 25 1 5 

Alexandreia 14.821 25 14.023 26 1 5 

Kastoria 13.387 26 15.615 23 -3 5 

Grevena 13.137 27 11.788 27 - 5 

Tyrnavos 11.069 28 11.700 28 - 5 

Igoumenitsa 9.145 29 9.262 29 - 5 

Polygyros 6.121 30 5.090 30 - 5 
DATA SOURCES: Hellenic Statistical Authority, Censuses of 2001, 2011. General Framework for Spatial Planning and 
Sustainable Development (GGG128Α/2008)_Hierarchy: Metropolitan Centres (1st level), Primary National Poles (2nd level), 
Secondary National Poles (3rd level), Other National Poles (4th level), Other prefectural and Urban Centres of a population of 
>10,000 inhabitants (5th level). 

*Settlements of a population of > 10,000 inhabitants including Igoumenitsa (the easternmost end of the motorway axis and 
capital of the Prefecture of Thesprotia) and Polygyros (capital of the Prefecture of Halkidiki). 

** Classification pursuant to GGG 128Α/2008 

 
 

URBAN CENTRES* CLASSIFICATION BY SIZE IN GREECE, 2001 - 2011 

CITY 
PERMANENT 
POPULATION 

2011 

RANKING  
2001 

PERMANENT 
POPULATION 

2001 

RANKING 
2001 

CLASSIFICATION 
CHANGES 

2011-2001 

Athens (WAAth.6) 3.827.624 1 3.891.041 1 - 
Thessaloniki 
(WATh.) 1.035.240 2 1.013.292 2 - 

Patra (UA) 197.715 3 193.843 3 - 

Irakleio (UA) 164.354 4 149.547 4 - 

Larisa 144.651 5 131.095 5 - 

Volos (UA) 130.094 6 127.887 6 - 

Chania (UA) 88.525 7 82.551 7 - 

Ioannina (UA) 85.803 8 81.144 8 - 

Chalkida (UA) 74.564 9 68.509 9 - 

Trikala 61.653 10 57.367 13 3 

Agrinio (UA) 61.349 11 58.905 11 - 

Katerini (UA) 60.854 12 55.586 15 3 

Kalamata (UA) 59.625 13 58.432 12 -1 

                                                 
6 WAAth. = Wider Area of Athens 



 
RESULTS FACTSHEET  
INDICATOR SET11: HIERARCHY OF URBAN CENTERS 

June 2013 

 

 
4 

URBAN CENTRES* CLASSIFICATION BY SIZE IN GREECE, 2001 - 2011 

CITY 
PERMANENT 
POPULATION 

2011 

RANKING  
2001 

PERMANENT 
POPULATION 

2001 

RANKING 
2001 

CLASSIFICATION 
CHANGES 

2011-2001 

Serres 58.287 14 55.996 14 - 

Alexandroupoli 57.812 15 49.724 17 2 

Xanthi 56.122 16 46.457 19 3 

Kavala 54.027 17 59.222 10 -7 

Lamia 52.006 18 50.551 18 - 

Komotini 50.990 19 44.421 20 1 

Rodos 49.541 20 53.640 16 -4 

Drama 44.823 21 43.394 22 1 

Veroia 43.158 22 43.934 21 -1 

Kozani 41.066 23 37.893 24 1 

Kerkyra (UA) 39.330 24 41.100 23 -1 

Karditsa 38.554 25 35.750 25 - 

Chios (UA) 35.479 26 33.489 26 - 

Rethymno(UA 35.715 27 31.234 27 - 

Ptolemaida 32.127 28 29.974 29 1 

Tripoli 30.866 29 28.928 30 1 

Korinthos 30.176 30 30.434 28 -2 
DATA SOURCE: Hellenic Statistical Authority Censuses 2001, 2011 
*Settlements of a population of > 30,000 inhabitants 

 

In 2011, the urban centres of a population of more than 30,000 inhabitants are, in 
total, 30, two more than in 2001. In comparison to the country as a whole, 16 out of 
the 30 cities of a population of more than 30,000 are located in Zone IV. The urban 
system of the country is dominated by Athens (which represents 57% of the 
population of all urban centres of over 30,000 inhabitants) and has Thessaloniki as its 
second city (15% of this population). Next come Patras, Irakleio, and the twin pole of 
Zone III, Larissa-Volos. These cities are also the ones of a population of over 100,000 
inhabitants. The most significant improvement of rank in the country was recorded 
for Trikala, Katerini and Xanthi, while the least impressive one was recorded for the 
other two cities in Thrace (Alexandroupoli and Komotini), Drama, Kozani, Ptolemaida 
and Tripoli. The most dramatic drop (7 positions) was recorded for Kavala, while 
equally significant was the drop of Rodos.  

Except for the hierarchy by population size, another ranking of urban centres is 
adopted by the European network of observatories of ESPON project, which is based 
on the concept of Functional Urban Areas (FUAs), as these are defined in the ESPON 
1.1.1 study on “Polycentricity”. The ranking of Functional Urban Areas takes into 
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consideration criteria that concern population, transport, knowledge, decision-
making, administration, manufacturing and tourism.  

 

 

METADATA 
 

Sources 

In estimating this indicator, we used the Permanent population according to the 
Censuses of 2011 and 2001 of the Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT). For the 
Functional Urban Areas, the source used was the ESPON 1.1.1 “Polycentricity” study 
database (http://www.espon.eu/). The data for settlement levels in Impact Zone IV 
originate from the General Framework for Spatial Planning and Sustainable 
Development (GGG 128 A/2008). 

 

Methodology 

Urban centres are considered to be the cities with a population of over 10,000 
inhabitants. Exceptionally, in estimating this indicator we also included the cities of 
Igoumenitsa and Polygyros, the populations of which are less than 10,000, since the 
first one constitutes the endmost node of the Egnatia Motorway, and because both of 
them constitute the largest settlements and the capitals in the Prefectures they are 
located in. To perform a nationwide comparison, the settlements considered were 
the largest urban centres, i.e. the ones with a permanent population of 30,000 
inhabitants. The cities recorded as Urban Agglomerates (UA) in the Census of 1991 
are also considered as such by the indicator for 2001. Regarding Thessaloniki, instead 
of its UA, the indicator used the Wider Area of Thessaloniki (WAT), as defined by 
Thessaloniki Master Plan. Similarly, for Athens, the indicator used the Wider Area of 
Athens (WAA).  

The definitions of both the Functional Urban Areas (FUAs) and their distinct 
categories (e.g. Metropolitan Areas – MEGAs) were obtained from the European 
Project ESPON 1.1.1.  
(http://www.espon.eu/mmp/online/website/content/projects/259/648/index_EN.html) 
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