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TRANSPORT POLICY AND TERRITORIAL COHESION –
THE CASE OF THE EGNATIA MOTORWAY IN NORTHERN GREECE

1. European transport policy and territorial cohesion

1.1 What is territorial cohesion?

Territorial cohesion is old as a concept, (traces back to the European model of Society) but is rather new as a 
term. (first used in 2001, in the Second Report of EC on Economic and Social Cohesion)

“…In policy terms, the objective is to help achieve
a more balanced development by reducing existing disparities, 
avoiding territorial imbalances and by making both sectoral 
policies which have a spatial impact and regional policy more 
coherent. The concern is also to improve territorial integration
and encourage cooperation between regions.”

Source: ΕC (2004): Third Report on Economic and Social Cohesion

1.2 Transport policy and territorial cohesion
• Proposed EU Constitution

• Need for close relationship between transport policy and regional policy

• Trans European Transport Network - Priority axis Νο7 

• ESDP - Territorial Impact Assessment (TIA)

‘‘...in order to promote its overall harmonious development, the Union shall develop and pursue its action leading to the strengthening of its 
economic, social and territorial cohesion.”
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2.1 Previous research findings
Espon Projects and cohesion reports

• Convergence in EU level but not within the EU countries (4th Cohesion Report, EC, 2007) 

• Basic question: Enlargement of the European Union? 

Greek literature:

• “Convergence hypothesis” and not territorial cohesion

• Various results according to the methodology used (These are mainly β and σ
convergence. In general terms, researches that use the method of β-convergence, show 
weak trend of convergence for the Prefectures of Greece.)

•Most researchers find weak trend for convergence [ i.e. Petrakos and Saratsis (2000), 
Konsolas et al. (2002), Liargovas.et. al. (2003), Christopoulos and Tsionas (2003)]
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2.2 Methodology

Source: Disparities and Cohesion: What strategies for the future (Nordregio et al., 2007)

System of indicators for assessing spatial   
impacts

http://observatory.egnatia.gr/indicators_en.htm

Previous research on “convergence 
hypothesis” in Greece
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2.2 Methodology
Definition of:

a) Area to be studied (Impact Zone IV)

b) Research units (Prefectures)

c) Indicators (Population change, GDP per capita, GVA, rate of motorization, employment 

in the tertiary sector, road network density, time-distance change, city gravity)

d) Time period (Before the Egnatia Motorway and after the completion)

a) Econometric tools (cv, gini coefficient, β-convergence, min/max ratio)
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2.3 Research on Impact Zone IV 
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2.3 Research on Impact Zone IV  - Population change
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• Important changes in Prefectures of 
Ioannina and Xanthi
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2.3 Research on Impact Zone IV  - GDP per capita
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2.3 Research on Impact Zone IV  - GDP per capita 

• Weak convergence

• Highest increase of GDP per capita 
in Prefectures of Ioannina, 
Thesprotia and Rodopi.
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2.3 Research on Impact Zone IV  - Vehicle occupation
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Reduce of the total time distance from the other cities 
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2.3 Research on Impact Zone IV  - Time-distance



Linear regression between time-distance change and GDP change
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3. Conclusions

Policy goals change: From convergence to social and economic cohesion and to territorial cohesion.

Increasing mobility and accessibility in Impact Zone IV differentiates the old “single-pole” pattern.

Weak trend to convergence but stronger to territorial cohesion
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