
 
newsletter June 2006
 

                          1 

Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 2003 in the Regions of 
the European Union (EU25) – the profile of Regions and 

Prefectures crossed by the Egnatia motorway 
 
The EUROSTAT, the statistical service of the European Communities, has issued the 
regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the year 2003 in the European Union. 
This classification provides a measure of the total economic activity in an area per 
inhabitant, and maps the deviation in the economic development in 254 areas, and 
especially between new and old member states. The three main areas in the 
classification are Inner London, UK (278% of the average), Brussels, Belgium (238%) 
and the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg (234%). The top area from a new member state 
is the region of Prague, Czech Republic (138%). 
 

 

The GDP per head is the main factor of the development and prosperity level of a Region. 
The comparison with the average GDP per head of the European Union is a basic parameter 
of the economic and social convergence.  

In 2003, the average GDP per head in Egnatia motorway’s Impact Zone IV (Regions and 
Prefectures crossed by) was € 12,575, lower by € 1,535 than the national GDP per head (€ 
14,110). In Purchasing Power Parities the GDP of Zone IV corresponded to 72 % of the 
average GDP per head of the EU25. 

At the Region level, the highest GDP per head in 2003 is found in Western Macedonia and 
Central Macedonia, followed by Thessaly, Epirus, and Eastern Macedonia & Thrace. As 
concerns the degree of convergence with EU25, Western and Central Macedonia exceed 
75%, following the country average (81 and 79% respectively against 81%), whereas the 
Regions of Thessaly, Epirus, and Eastern Macedonia & Thrace are poorer. In the last two, 
the GDP per head is rather lower than the national average and very lower than the 
European average. Note that according to the convergence rate of EU25, Eastern Macedonia 
& Thrace is classified as the poorest region of Greece. 

 

 
 
The Egnatia Observatory was examined by the research institute NordRegio as a 
case study of the implementation of the ESDP (European Spatial Planning 
Perspective) in the context of the ESPON (European Spatial Planning 
Observatory Network).  
More information on the project and access to the respective report may be found 
in the EPSON website at URL address: 
http://www.espon.eu/mmp/online/website/content/projects/243/366/index_EN.html 
  
 The results of indicators, the reports, and generally the Observatory material are 

available on the internet at: http://observatory.egnatia.gr 
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Among prefectures, Thessaloniki Prefecture has the highest GDP per head (€ 15,710) and 
Drama Prefecture has the lowest one (€ 8,693). The degree of convergence with the EU25 
average is best in the Prefectures of Thessaloniki, Halkidiki, and Kozani (90%, 89.5%, and 
86.3% respectively). 

The tables below shows the data of GDP for 2003 for the Greek Regions (NUTS 2) and 
Prefectures (NUTS 3) crossed and influenced by the Egnatia Motorway. 
 

Regional GDP in Greece, 2003 

Regions 
GDP in Euro 

(million) 
GDP per 

head in Euro 
GDP in PPS 

GDP per 
head in 

PPS 

Convergence 
with the 

average GDP 
per head in EU 

25 
(PPS, index 

EU25=100%) 

EU 25 9,953,329.30 21,740.60 9,953.329.30 21,740.60 100% 

Greece 155,543.20 14,110.10 194,390.10 17,634.10 81% 

Impact Zone IV 10,023.80 12,575.02 12,527.28 15,715.60 72% 

North Greece 46,197.40 13,035.30 57,735.20 16,290.90 75% 

East Macedonia & Thrace 6,574.50 10,850.00 8,216.50 13,559.80 62% 

Central Macedonia 26,089.90 13,691.10 32,605.90 17,110.40 79% 

West Macedonia 4,139.40 14,048.70 5,173.30 17,557.30 81% 

Thessaly 9,393.50 12,731.80 11,739.50 15,911.60 73% 

Central Greece 34,057.20 13,921.70 42,563.00 17,398.60 80% 

Epirus 3,921.70 11,553.50 4,901.20 14,438.90 66% 

Ionian Islands 2,821.50 12,977.00 3,526.20 16,218.00 75% 

West Greece 7,951.30 10,904.70 9,937.10 13,628.10 63% 

Sterea Ellada 11,274.80 20,131.40 14,090.70 25,159.20 116% 

Peloponnisos 8,087.90 13,474.10 10,107.80 16,839.30 78% 

Attiki 59,213.60 15,074.70 74,002.10 18,839.60 87% 

Aegean Islands, Crete 16,075.00 14,545.30 20,089.80 18,178.00 84% 

North Aegean 2,875.30 14,120.80 3,593.40 17,647.50 81% 

South Aegean 4,704.80 15,571.60 5,879.80 19,460.60 90% 

Crete 8,495.00 14,172.20 10,616.60 17,711.70 82% 
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GDP per Region and Prefecture crossed by the Egnatia motorway, 2003 

Regions 
Prefectures 

GDP in Euro 
(million) 

GDP per head 
in Euro 

GDP in PPS 
GDP per head 

in PPS 

Convergence 
with the 

average GDP 
per head in 

EU 25 
(PPS, index 

EU25=100%) 

EU 25 9,953,329.30 21,740.60 9,953,329.30 21,740.60 100 %
Greece 155,543.20 14,110.10 194,390.10 17,634.10 81%
Impact Zone IV 10,023.80 12,575.02 12,52.28 15,71.60 72%
Est Macedonia & Thrace 6,574.50 10,850.00 8,216.50 13,559.80 62%
Evros 1,766.80 11,897.20 2,208.10 14,868.50 68%
Xanthhi 1,122.40 10,789.00 1,402.70 13,483.50 62%
Rodopi 1,112.50 10,016.30 1,390.40 12,517.90 58%

Drama 882.90 8,693.00 1,103.40 10,864.10 50%
Kavala 1,689.90 12,004.20 2,112.00 15,002.30 69%
Central Macedonia 26,089.90 13,691.10 32,605.90 17,110.40 79%
Imathia 1,583.00 11,013.00 1,978.40 13,763.40 63%
Thessaloniki 17,416.50 15,710.30 21,766.30 19,633.90 90%
Kilkis 1,144.90 13,156.30 1,430.80 16,442.10 76%
Pella 1,439.30 9,879.10 1,798.70 12,346.40 57%
Pieria 1,201.40 9,421.70 1,501.50 11,774.80 54%
Serres 1,748.80 9,056.80 2,185.60 11,318.80 52%
Chalkidiki 1,556.00 15,568.30 1,944.60 19,456.50 90%
West Macedonia 4,139.40 14,048.70 5,173.30 17,557.30 81%
Grevena 386.40 12,019.40 483.00 15,021.20 70%
Kastoria 720.50 13,434.70 900.50 16,790.00 77%
Kozanni 2,316.10 15,006.40 2,894.60 18,754.30 86%
Florina 716.30 13,137.70 895.30 16,418.80 76%
Thessaly 9,393.50 12,731.80 11,739.50 15,911.60 73%
Karditsa 1,279.50 10,785.80 1,599.10 13,479.60 62%
Larissa 3,762.90 13,302.20 4,702.60 16,624.50 77%
Magnisia 2,933.70 14,331.90 3,666.40 17,911.30 82%
Trikala 1,417.40 10,770.90 1,771.40 13,460.90 62%
Epirus 3,921.70 11,553.50 4,901.20 14,438.90 66%
Arta 683.20 9,434.50 853.80 11,790.80 54%
Thesprotia 478.60 11,072.70 598.10 13,838.10 64%
Ioannina 2,112.70 12,715.80 2,640.30 15,891.60 73%
Preveza 647.30 11,225.60 809.00 14,029.20 65%
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* The data concerning the regional GDP and the regional GVA derive from the latest Eurostat News 
Release (June 2006). It is noted that there is a considerable difference between these data and 
those included in the Fact Sheets of the corresponding indicators which were based on Eurostat’s 
News Release in January 2006. These differences are due to fact that during the year 2005 major 
revisions have been implemented in almost all Member States, including Greece, in national and 
regional accounts (for more on methodological changes see “Changes to National Accounts in 2005”, 
http://epp.eurostat.cec.eu.int/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/NATIONAL_ACCOUNTS_2005/EN/NATIONAL_ACC
OUNTS_2005-EN.PDF, Sept. 2006). More notable is the case of the Region of Thessaly where there 
was a considerable upward revision for the years 2001 and 2002, mainly in the NACE industries 
Manufacturing, Construction, Education, Health and Social Work. For these reasons there are also 
considerable changes in the estimation of the process of the different regions compared to what is 
written in the Indicator’s Fact Sheets published by the Observatory in March 2006. 

 
More information on the availability and confirmation of these data/publications, on the 
methodology and technical support is provided by the Centre of Support of European Data in Greece 
(GREEK NATIONAL STATISTICAL ORGANISATION, http://www.statistics.gr/esds/intro_esds.asp), as 
well as from Eurostat (http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu). 
 
** According to the Statistical Services of the E.U. (Eurostat, Statistics in Focus, Theme 2, 56/2002), 
it is acceptable to carry out the evaluation of the degree of convergence of areas, regions and other 
geographical units on the basis of the GDP p/h in a specific year, in units of Purchasing Power 
Standards (PPS).  It is not acceptable, however, to compare the GDP in terms of Purchasing Power 
Standards across different years. To approach the problem of the diachronic transformations of the 
degree of convergence it is necessary to consider the GDP p/h in real terms (i.e. at constant prices) 
which explicitly adjust for price changes between years. 
 


